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LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system for scheduling time intervals for a 
plurality of invitees comprising: 

database means in communication with one or more server means for storing 
one or more invitee profiles for one or more potential invitees of the system, the one 
or more invitee profiles comprising user profiles wherein each user profile comprises 
information regarding available and unavailable times for that user and an electronic 
mail address for the user; 

request generating means, connected over a network to the one or more 
server means, for generating a request for allocation of a time interval for the one or 
more potential invitees; 

busy time determination means for gathering the one or more invitee profiles 
for the one or more potential invitees that were requested by the request generating 
means and that are available in the database means and automatically determining 
whether those one or more potential invitees are available during the time interval 
requested by the request generating means; 

means for scheduling a meeting by using the electronic mail address in the 
invitee profile to automatically send each of the one or more potential invitees 
available an electronic mail invitation to attend at the time interval requested based 
on the automatic determination made by the busy time determination means as to 
whether those one or more potential invitees are available during the time interval 
reguested, ther e by mak i ng wherein each of the one or more potential invitees that 
receives an electronic mail invitation becomes an invitee , whor ei n th e electron i c ma il 
i nv i tat i on jnclud e s a p l ura li ty of r e spons e opt i ons for th e i nv i t ee to r e spond to th e 
ele ctronic mail inv i tation, wh e r ei n th e plural i ty of r e spons e options i nc l udes acc e pt i ng 
th e ele ctronic ma il inv i tat i on and d e c li ning th e ele ctronic ma il i nv i tation ; 

means for enabling the invitee to respond to the electronic mail invitation us i ng 
at loast on o of th e plura l ity of r e spons e options ; and 



2 



Application Serial No.: 09/100,133 
Attorney Docket: 42846-31 31 64 
, Reply and Amendment Accompanying RCE 

means for automatically updating the invitee's invitee profile based on the 
invitee's response to the electronic mail invitation. 

2. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein the invitee 
profiles comprise resource profiles regarding one or more resources wherein each 
resource profile comprises information regarding available and unavailable times for 
the resource. 

3. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 2 wherein the one or 
more resources include a plurality of rooms and wherein the profile comprises 
information about the capacity of each room. 

4. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 3 wherein the one or 
more resources include equipment. 

5. (Currently Amended) A system for scheduling time intervals for a 
plurality of invitees comprising: 

one or more databases, in communication with one or more servers, which 
store one or more invitee profiles for one or more potential invitees of the system, the 
one or more invitee profiles comprising user profiles wherein each user profile 
comprises information regarding available and unavailable times for that user and the 
electronic mail address for the user; 

one or more user workstations, connected over a network to the one or more 
servers, operating a calendaring system that permits a user to request allocation of a 
time interval for the one or more potential invitees; 

wherein the calendaring system gathers the profiles for the one or more 
potential invitees that are available in the one or more databases and automatically 
determines whether those one or more potential invitees are available during the time 
interval requested; 



3 



Application Serial No.: 09/100,133 
Attorney Docket: 42846-313164 
Reply and Amendment Accompanying RCE 



wherein the calendaring system automatically invites the one or more potential 
invitees , based on the automatic determination made by the calendaring system as to 
whether the one or more potential invitees are available during the time interval 
reguested, by using the electronic mail address stored in the invitee profile for the 
one or more potential invitees to automatically send an electronic mail invitation to 
the one or more potential invitees th e r e by making if the one or more potential invitees 
are available, wherein each of the one or more potential invitees that receives an 
electronic mail invitation becomes an invitee , wh e r ei n th e ele ctron i c ma il i nv i tat i on 
inc l ud e s a plura l ity of r e spons e options for th e invit ee to r e spond to th e e l e ctron i c 
ma i l i nvitation, whoroin tho plurality of response opt i ons i nc l udes accopt i ng tho 
ele ctron i c mai l inv i tat i on and docl i ning tho e loctron i c ma i l i nvitation ; 

wherein the calendaring system enables the invitee to respond to the 
electronic mail invitation using at l east ono of tho plural i ty of rosponso opt i ons ; and 

wherein the calendaring system automatically updates the invitee's invitee 
profile based on the invitee's response to the electronic mail invitation. 

6. (Currently Amended) A process for scheduling time intervals for a 
plurality of invitees comprising: 

storing one or more invitee profiles for one or more potential invitees of the 
system in a database in communication with one or more servers, the one or more 
invitee profiles comprising user profiles wherein each user profile comprises 
information regarding available and unavailable times for that user and an electronic 
mail address for the user; 

receiving a request for allocation of a time interval for the one or more 
potential invitees from a remote workstation over a network at the one or more 
servers; 

gathering the profiles for the one or more potential invitees that are available in 
the database; 

determining automatically whether those one or more potential invitees are 
available during the time interval requested; 
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inviting the one or more potential invitees to attend at the time interval 
requested automatically, based on the automatic determination made as to whether 
the one or more potential invitees are available during the time interval requested, by 
using the electronic mail address stored in the profile for those one or more potential 
invitees to automatically send an electronic mail invitation to the one or more 
potential invitees if the one or more potential invitees are available, t h e r e by mak i ng 
wherein each of the one or more potential invitees that receives an electronic mail 
invitation becomes an invitee , whoro i n tho o l octronic ma il i nvitation i nc l ud e s a 
plura li ty of r e spons e opt i on s for th e i nv i t ee to r e spond to th e ele ctronic ma il i nv i tation, 
whoro i n tho p l urality of response opt i ons inc l udos accopt i ng tho o l octron i c mai l 
i nv i tat i on and d e c li n i ng th e ele ctron i c ma il i nvitation ; 

enabling the invitee to respond to the electronic mail invitation us i ng at le ast 
on e of th e p l ura l ity of r e spons e opt i ons ; and 

automatically updating the invitee's invitee profile based on the invitee's 
response to the electronic mail invitation. 

7. (Currently Amended) A processor usable medium having processor 
readable code embodied therein for enabling group calendaring between a plurality 
of users on a computer system, the system comprising a database, associated with 
one or more servers, which stores one or more invitee profiles for one or more 
potential invitees of the system, the invitee profiles comprising user profiles wherein 
each user profile comprises information regarding available and unavailable times for 
that user and an electronic mail address for the user, the processor readable code in 
the processor usable medium comprising: 

processor readable code for causing a processor to receive a request for 
allocation of a time interval for one or more potential invitees; 

processor readable code for causing a processor to gather the profiles for the 
one or more potential invitees; 
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processor readable code for causing a processor to automatically determine 
whether those one or more potential invitees are available during the requested time 
interval; 

processor readable code for causing a processor to automatically invite the 
one or more potential invitees to attend a meeting at the requested time interval^ 
based on the automatic determination made as to whether the one or more potential 
invitees are available during the time interval requested, by using the electronic mail 
address stored in the profile for each invitee to send an electronic mail invitation to 
the one or more potential invitees if the one or more potential invitees are available, 
wherein th e r e by mak i ng each of the one or more potential invitees that receives an 
electronic mail invitation becomes an invitee , wh e r ei n th e ele ctron i c ma il i nv i tat i on 
i nclud es a p l ura l ity of r e spons e opt i ons for th e i nv i t ee to r e spond to th e ele ctron i c 
ma il invitat i on, whero i n tho p l ural i ty of respons e options inc l udos accopting tho 
ele ctronic ma i l i nv i tat i on and doc l in i ng th o e l ectronic ma il i nv i tation ; 

processor readable code for causing a processor to enable the invitee to 
respond to the electronic mail invitation using at l oast ono of tho p l ura l ity of rosponso 
opt i ons ; and 

processor readable code for causing a processor to automatically update the 
invitee's profile based on the invitee's response to the electronic mail invitation. 

8. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 5, wherein the invitee 
profiles comprise resource profiles regarding one or more resources, wherein each 
resource profile comprises information regarding available and unavailable times for 
the one or more resources. 

9. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 8, wherein the one or 
more resources include rooms and wherein the profile comprises information about 
the capacity of the rooms. 
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10. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9 wherein the one or 
more resources include equipment. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The process of claim 6, wherein the invitee 
profiles comprise resource profiles regarding one or more resources, wherein each 
resource profile comprises information regarding available and unavailable times for 
the one or more resources. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 1 1 , wherein the one or 
more resources include rooms and wherein the profile comprises information about 
the capacity of the rooms. 

13. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 1 1 , wherein the one 
more resources include equipment. 

14. (Previously Presented) The medium of claim 7, wherein the invitee 
profiles comprise resource profiles regarding one or more resources, wherein each 
resource profile comprises information regarding available and unavailable times for 
the one or more resources. 

15. (Previously Presented) The medium of claim 14, wherein the one or 
more resources include rooms and wherein the profile comprises information about 
the capacity of the rooms. 

16. (Previously Presented) The medium of claim 15, wherein the one or 
more resources include equipment. 

17. (Currently Amended) A system for scheduling an event, comprising: 
a database that stores availability information for one or more potential 

invitees to the event; 
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a server operable to access the database and retrieve the availability 
information; and 

a user system operable to send to the server a scheduling request specifying 
a list of invitees, a date, a start time, and an end time and/or a duration which 
determines the end time, wherein 

the server is further operable to: 

receive the scheduling request; 

retrieve from the database availability information for one or more of the 
invitees listed in the request; 

determine automatically w hether or not the one or more invitees are 
available to attend the event based on the availability information; 

send an electronic mail invitation to one or more of the invitees listed in 
the request automatically based on the automatic determination made as to 
whether the one or more invitees are available to attend the event , wh e r ei n th e 
e l e ctron i c mail i nvitation i nc l ud e s a plura l ity of r e spons e options for th e invit e e 
to r e spond to th e ele ctron i c ma il inv i tation, wh e r e in th e plura li ty of r e spons e 
options i nclud e s accept i ng th e e l e ctronic mai l i nv i tat i on and d e c li ning th e 
ele ctronic ma il inv i tation ; 

receive from an invitee a response to the electronic mail invitation 
hav i ng at le ast on e of th e p l ura li ty of r e spons e options ; and 

automatica ll y modify the availability information for the invitee 
automatically if the invitee's response indicates that the invitee accepts the 
electronic mail invitation, wherein the availability information is modified to 
indicate that the invitee is busy between at least the start time and end time on 
the date specified in the request. 

18. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 17, wherein the server 
determines whether or not the one or more invitees are available to attend the event 
by examining the availability information and determining whether or not the one or 
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more invitees are busy between the start time and end time on the date specified in 
the scheduling request. 

19. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 17, wherein the server is 
further operable to determine one or more alternative start times for the event, 
wherein the determination is based, at least in part, on the retrieved availability 
information. 

20. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 19, wherein the 
determination of the one or more alternative start times is further based on weighting 
values assigned to one or more of the invitees. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 17, wherein the 
scheduling request further specifies an event location and the availability information 
for one of the invitees includes the location of the invitee. 

22. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21 , wherein the server is 
further operable to take into account a travel time from the location of the invitee to 
the event location in determining whether or not the invitee is available to attend the 
event. 

23. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 17, wherein availability 
information for an invitee comprises profile information and calendar information. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 23, wherein the profile 
information for an invitee comprises information regarding the invitee's work hours, 
the time zone in which the invitee works, and the location where the invitee works. 
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25. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 23, wherein the calendar 
information comprises information regarding events that have been scheduled for the 
invitee. 

26. (Currently Amended) A method for scheduling an event, comprising: 
storing availability information for one or more potential invitees to the event; 
receiving from an event coordinator a scheduling request specifying a list of 

invitees, a date, a start time, and an end time and/or a duration which determines the 
end time; 

retrieving availability information for one or more of the invitees listed in the 
request in response to receiving the request; 

determining automatically pr e s e nt i ng to th e e v e nt coordinator i nformation from 
which th e e v e nt coord i nator can d e t e rm i n e whether or not the one or more invitees 
are available to attend the event; 

sending an electronic mail invitation to one or more of the invitees listed in the 
regues t automatically based on the automatic determination made as to whether the 
one or more invitees are available to attend the event , whoro i n tho o l octron i c mai l 
i nv i tation i nc l ud e s a p l ura li ty of r e spons e options for th e i nvit ee to r e spond to th e 
ele ctron i c ma il i nv i tation, wh e r e in th e p l ura l ity of r e spons e options i nc l ud e s acc e pt i ng 
th e ele ctron i c ma il i nvitat i on and d e c li ning th e e l e ctron i c ma il inv i tation ; 

receiving from an invitee a response to the electronic mail invitation hav i ng at 
le ast on e of th e p l ura li ty of r es pons e options ; and 

automat i ca ll y modifying the availability information for the invitee automatically 
in response to receiving the invitee's response if the invitee's response indicates that 
the invitee accepts the electronic mail invitation, wherein the availability information is 
modified to indicate that the invitee is busy between at least the start time and end 
time on the date specified in the request. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein availability 
information for an invitee comprises profile information and calendar information. 



10 



Application Serial No.: 09/100,133 
Attorney Docket: 42846-313164 
Reply and Amendment Accompanying RCE 



28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein the profile 
information for an invitee comprises information regarding the invitee's work hours, 
the time zone in which the invitee works, and the location where the invitee works. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein the calendar 
information comprises information regarding events that have been scheduled for the 
invitee. 

30. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium, having encoded 
thereon a computer program operative to perform the method comprising 

storing availability information for one or more potential invitees to the event; 

receiving from an event coordinator a scheduling request specifying a list of 
invitees, a date, a start time, and an end time and/or a duration which determines the 
end time; 

retrieving availability information for one or more of the invitees listed in the 
request in response to receiving the request; 

presenting to tho ovont coord i nator i nformation from wh i ch tho ovent 
coordinator can dotorm i no determining automatically whether or not the one or more 
invitees are available to attend the event; 

sending an electronic mail invitation to one or more of the invitees listed in the 
request automatically based on the automatic determination made as to whether the 
one or more invitees are available to attend the event , wh e r ei n th e ele ctronic ma il 
i nv i tat i on i nc l ud e s a p l ural i ty of r e spons e opt i ons for th e invit ee to r e spond to th e 
ele ctronic mai l inv i tat i on, wh e r ei n th e p l ura li ty of r e spons e opt i ons inc l ud e s acc e pt i ng 
th e ele ctron i c ma i l i nvitat i on and d e cl i n i ng th e e l e ctron i c ma il i nv i tat i on ; 

receiving from an invitee a response to the electronic mail invitation having at 
l oast on e of tho p l ural i ty of rosponso opt i ons ; and 

automat i cally modifying the availability information for the invitee automatically 
in response to receiving the invitee's response if the invitee's response indicates that 
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the invitee accepts the electronic mail invitation, wherein the availability information is 
modified to indicate that the invitee is busy between at least the start time and end 
time on the date specified in the request. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein the plurality 
of response options further includes assigning a substitute attendee for the meeting 
and requesting for re-scheduling the meeting. 

32. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 5, wherein the plurality 
of response options further includes assigning a substitute attendee for the meeting 
and requesting for re-scheduling the meeting. 

33. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 6, wherein the plurality 
of response options further includes assigning a substitute attendee for the meeting 
and requesting for re-scheduling the meeting. 

34. (Previously Presented) The medium of claim 7, wherein the plurality 
of response options further includes assigning a substitute attendee for the meeting 
and requesting for re-scheduling the meeting. 

35. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 17, wherein the plurality 
of response options further includes assigning a substitute attendee for the meeting 
and requesting for re-scheduling the meeting. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein the 
plurality of response options further includes assigning a substitute attendee for the 
meeting and requesting for re-scheduling the meeting. 

37. (Previously Presented) The medium of claim 30, wherein the 
plurality of response options further includes assigning a substitute attendee for the 
meeting and requesting for re-scheduling the meeting. 
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